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seemed as hungry as myself. I n the joy of the moment,
I presented them with a whole sheep, of the small
mountain breed, for their dinner.

During the rest of this day I travelled, sometimes in
the palankeen, and sometimes on the back of one of
the elephants sent me by the Rajah of Coorg,1 for whose
capital, Markara, I was now bound. The road wound
about amongst the hills, or along the valleys of the
Ghauts, and across numberless small streams, besides
the great Cauvery, now shrunk to a rivulet, which we
forded repeatedly during this journey. When the
sun became disagreeably hot, at those places where the
woods opened, I had only to dismount and pop into the
palankeen; but, when we plunged into the forests, and
enjoyed the shade of the teak tree, iron wood, banyan,
and tamarind, I again got on the back of my elephant.
She was an exceedingly fine animal, in the prime of
her life, as I was told, being only fifty years old, called
Bhigelee,2 or lightning. Your grand folks in India,
upon state occasions, place a howolah, or castle, on their
elephants, and ride about in triumph, like Darius in
Le Brun's pictures of Alexander's battles. But, for
ordinary travelling, a good thick matting, or rather a
pad, answers the purpose; in fact, this method is the
more agreeable of the two on a journey, for there is less
motion felt when one is seated close to the elephant's
back, than when perched three or four feet higher, and
wagged about like the head of a Chinese mandarin over
a chimney-piece. Even with the pad, it is not very
easy to keep on when the road is steep; and this would
be impossible, were not a piece of cloth, twisted up like

1 [Coorg, a little hill-slate in Mysore, about 3,000 feet above the sea,
now a great centre of the coffee estates, is celebrated for its mountain
scenery, and the excellent shooting to be obtained in its primeval
forests. It was ceded to the British by Tipu Sultan in 1792. The
Raja whom Hall visited was deposed for misgovernment in 1834..
Merkara, the capital, is about 75 miles from Mysore.]

a [Hind, bijlij lightning.]
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